THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

mistake to hail the tentative hints given by great
scientists like Eddington and Jeans as if they meant
that the age of controversy was over and harmony
completely restored.

Our line should be that recorded by a great states-
man as practised by his mother when instructing
her children: "she never took refuge in bad science
when good science appeared to raise awkward
questions: and never surrendered her own conviction
as to the inestimable value of her central religious
beliefs."1

As it seems to me, the only chance of a satisfactory
modus vivendi lies in our recognizing once for all
that science and religion deal with different questions
and that there must always be a certain disharmony
between them. I have often in the past used the
simile of a jigsaw puzzle, the workers at which may
very naturally fail to see any connection between the
parts at which they are severally working: those who
are trying to put together the background will be
merely perplexed by pieces which belong to the
central figure, whatever it may be, and those who are
working on the sky will reject as useless the pieces
which will ultimately make the grass.

In the same way, the search for Truth is a very
many-sided affair: we may have our own conceptions
as to what the picture is about, and we shall not
know the full answer until the picture is completely
finished: all that we can do is, in our respective
1 Lord Balfour's Chapters of Autobiography.
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